The research and policy importance of nursing sample surveys and minimum data sets.
This article reviews the information gathered by the National Sample Survey of Registered Nurses (NSSRN) and other sources of data on the registered nurse (RN) workforce. It examines how the data have been used to create knowledge about the RN workforce and highlights the relative strengths and weaknesses of different data sets. Recommendations for future data collection affirm the Institute of Medicine's recommendation that both license-record based minimum data and the NSSRN be collected in order to help the United States and states meet current and future nursing needs.